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FORWARD

The band program at Riverdale forms a vital and important part of the Middle School experience. The band represents an important facet of the total educational program.  Studies have shown that students who learn to play a musical instrument have consistently higher scores on both the SAT and ACT tests. The American Music Conference reports that music-makers are more likely to go on to college and other higher education than non-music-makers. This shows that by setting a student’s schedule in a reasonable manner it is possible to be in band and still maintain a high scholastic standing. The performance of the band at concerts, school programs, contests, and community events adds a great deal of enthusiasm and pride for our school.

The main emphasis of the Riverdale band program is to grow through music. The goal of each student is to learn to play his/her instrument as well as possible, as both an individual and group performer. Another goal of the program is to help students develop a sense of teamwork and responsibility.
The purpose of this handbook is to provide band students and their parents with important information about all aspects of the Riverdale band program.  Please read the entire handbook carefully at the beginning of the school year.  Refer to this handbook throughout the year, especially if questions or situations arise that involve band or school policies.  Of course, you may still contact Mr. Hopper at any time by e-mailing him at brent.hopper@gmsdk12.org.  

THE RIVERDALE BAND PROGRAM

BEGINNING BAND - In this band, students are taught the fundamentals of playing an instrument and reading music.  No prior musical knowledge is required.  Students also begin to learn the concept of playing together as a group.  Beginning band will meet after school once per week to further develop these skills. Students in this band play in four evening concerts during the school year: Parent Demonstration Concert in September/October, Costume Concert in February/March, and concerts at the end of each semester.  These concerts and rehearsals are REQUIRED ACTIVITIES for the beginner band students. Beginning band members may also participate in the West Tennessee Solo & Ensemble Festival during the second semester if they so choose.
7TH GRADE BAND – This band consists generally of students in their second year of playing.  This group builds on the fundamentals of playing an instrument and performs more advanced music. The 7th grade band performs with the 8th grade band.  For this reason, AFTER SCHOOL REHEARSALS ARE REQUIRED since these two groups do not meet together during the school day.  Please refer to the section on attendance policies as well as our semester calendars for more information on these rehearsals.  The 7th & 8th grade band performs at two end of semester concerts held in the evening, the Costume Concert in February or March, several concerts during the school day for members of the student body, the annual I Love America program held in November in the school gym, at least one area concert festival, Solo & Ensemble Festival, and a concert festival held in conjunction with our Spring Trip.  Individual students are encouraged to audition for the All-West Tennessee Middle School Honor Bands. Students in the 7th & 8th grade band also make up our Pep Band, which plays at the annual Blue & White Game and select home basketball games.  The basketball game schedule will be available early in the first semester.

8TH GRADE BAND– Students participating in this band continue reviewing fundamentals while advancing into more difficult levels of technique and musicianship.  The 8th grade band performs in the same activities as the 7th grade band, however these students assume more playing responsibilities and take on more leadership roles.  8th graders also work on the requirements needed to progress into high school band. Students in 8th grade are strongly encouraged to audition for All-West in preparation for high school band.
COMPETITIONS/FESTIVALS

ALL-WEST TN. MIDDLE SCHOOL HONOR BANDS - Students in 7th or 8th grade band or 6th graders with at least one year of playing experience may audition for this prestigious group.  These three bands are comprised of the top 300 middle school instrumentalists in West Tennessee.  Audition materials include memorizing 12 Major scales, the chromatic scale, one prepared piece specifically written for the audition, and sight-reading.  Auditions are held in early January.  If a student is selected, he/she will participate in a weekend clinic hosted by the West Tennessee School Band and Orchestra Association.  Rehearsals are on Thursday afternoon and evening and all-day Friday, with a concert by the bands on Saturday morning.  Please check the calendar for the dates and locations of this year’s audition and clinic.   Mr. Hopper will be present at these events and will be responsible for all Riverdale students participating.  More information about this activity will be provided to interested students and their parents early in the school year.

Note:  Students who plan to participate in All-West auditions MUST have extra instruction with Mr. Hopper or a private tutor in order to be properly prepared.

CONCERT FESTIVAL – The 7th & 8th grade band usually participates in this event, which is held in early March of the second semester.  The festival is held at a Memphis-area school.  It is the most musically demanding of all our band performances.  The group plays two pieces of prepared music for three judges and must also sight-read one piece for a separate judge.  The music is not memorized, but must be as precise as possible with the emphasis on a good quality sound and an understanding of ensemble playing. 

SOLO & ENSEMBLE FESTIVAL – This is an individual or small group performance activity.  It gives students the opportunity to participate in an event at their personal ability level.  Solo & Ensemble is a very rewarding experience since most students receive favorable ratings at the festival.  The music does not have to be memorized and is only performed in front of one judge.   This event is held on a Saturday at a Memphis-area school within the second semester.   It is possible to participate in more than one category, such as one solo and one duet.   Mr. Hopper will assign students the appropriate music and help with the preparation for Solo & Ensemble several weeks prior to the festival. Specific information about these competitions and festivals can also be found at WTSBOA.com.
MATERIALS

It is important for each student to have all necessary supplies for band class every day.  Students should come prepared for band even on days when field trips and other changes in the curriculum have been scheduled.  Not only should students have all supplies, his/her instrument should be in proper working condition.  Musical instruments are very delicate and very costly.  They should be treated with care and not handled by others who are not properly trained.  This also applies to any adult who is not a professional instrument repair technician.  A parent attempting to fix an instrument usually does more damage.  This generally creates a larger bill at the music store.  Always have Mr. Hopper look at the problem first before sending the instrument for repairs unless it is an obvious issue.  Some problems only require a slight adjustment.  Students without instruments are still expected to bring music and pencil to class.  
Here are the extra supplies needed for each instrument:

Flute:  Cleaning rod and handkerchief or a cleaning swab for flutes, Pneumo Pro***
Clarinet & Saxophone:  #2 ½ reeds for beginners, #2 ½ to #3 for more advanced 7th and 8th grade players.  Please purchase Vandoren brand reeds.  These are by far the best.  You should purchase 5 reeds at the beginning of the year.   
Cleaning swabs and cork grease are also necessary supplies for these instruments.

Trumpet:  Valve oil, tuning slide grease and a soft cloth such as a dishtowel 

Trombone:  Slide cream or oil, tuning slide grease and soft cloth

French horn:  Rotor oil, tuning slide grease, and cloth

Baritone/Tuba:  Same as trumpet

Percussion:  Bell kit, practice pad, drum sticks and mallets (Sticks and mallets usually come with the kit, but additional mallet purchases will be required in 7th and 8th grade). Our percussion instructor, Colby Snider, may recommend additional materials
ALL students will need to purchase a ½ inch binder to store music and their method book. Students are also required to bring a pencil to each band class.
If a student is playing trombone, French Horn, baritone/euphonium, or tuba they will need to purchase a personal mouthpiece for their instrument to bring to school each day, especially if they have a school instrument and an “at-home instrument”. 

There are other accessories available.  The ones listed here are the minimum needed to keep the instrument in playing condition.  Other supplies will be recommended if necessary.

METHOD BOOKS/ MUSIC STORES

All 6th grade beginning band students will purchase the method book, Time For Band, Book 1, which they will use during class.  Seventh and eighth graders will use additional materials provided by Mr. Hopper. Amro Music in Memphis and Lane Music in Germantown also sell these books along with the necessary supplies mentioned above. Seventh and eighth graders will receive their books in class as part of their band activity fee. If another book is needed later in the year, students and their parents are expected to purchase the new material. Lastly, students are responsible for the upkeep of their method book, and will be held responsible for replacing it if lost or damaged.
 Amro and Lane exclusively rent/sell band instruments and the supplies listed above.  It is best to rent the first year.   Please do NOT purchase band instruments at discount department stores such as Wal-Mart or Costco.  These are of inferior quality and area music stores will not repair an instrument not purchased from their shop.  Students need the best possible equipment to feel successful as they begin their instrumental music careers.  I strongly discourage buying an instrument over the internet. In my experience, many of these instruments often need extensive repairs to work properly. If you choose to go this route for an instrument, you must consult with Mr. Hopper to make sure this is an acceptable instrument. Many websites like Amazon and eBay will say that an instrument is great, but it will not work properly and fall apart after a week. 
If you have a pre-owned band instrument, it is important that Mr. Hopper approves of it as well to make sure it is in correct working order. Doing so helps ensure you get the best purchase possible and don’t end up wasting money on an item your students won’t be able to use.
GRADES & ATTENDANCE POLICIES

The band program is unique because it is a graded school subject as well as an extra-curricular activity.  It is important to look over this section carefully to understand what is expected of the band student in order to earn acceptable grades and assist in the formation of a successful band program.

Grades are based on participation, performances, and playing tests (as needed.
Participation: 70%   Performances and Playing Tests: 30% 
I will assign playing tests as an extra motivator if needed and the results will be reflected in participation grades.

Daily participation grades are taken for each band class.  In order to participate, students must have ALL necessary supplies for class: instrument in proper working condition, music, and a pencil.  Reed players should keep their box of reeds available at all times and a tube of cork grease.  Brass players must have access to slide grease and valve oil.  Percussionists should always carry their stick bag with the required mallets/sticks.

If a student is not able to participate due to a lack of one of the above supplies, he/she will be expected to take notes during class that outline the objective of the lesson and follow the lesson plan.  The student(s) will also be expected to perform the objective on his/her instrument in class the next day.
Students may not call home for instruments unless they receive special permission from Mr. Hopper. Parents may drop off instruments in the office if they are left at home on a band day. Students will be allowed to check in the office prior to band class to see if his/her instrument has been brought to school.  It is the student’s responsibility to check in the office.  The office assistants will not call students to pick up instruments during the school day.
Participation in after school rehearsals is a requirement for the Riverdale band members in order to participate in performances.  The exact afterschool rehearsal dates will be available as soon as possible. At the beginning of the year, we will have one after school rehearsal for just 6th grade, and one for 7th and 8th grade combined weekly. Later in the year, this may increase to two after school rehearsals weekly for 7th and 8th grade. A semester band calendar will be made available to students and parents at the beginning of each semester with the dates of all after school rehearsals.  Parents will also receive weekly e-mail reminders of the band schedule.
It is each band member’s responsibility and obligation to be prepared and on time for all rehearsals and performances.
Absence from after school band rehearsals or a performance requires a written excuse in the form of a note or an e-mail from a parent as soon as possible prior to the event. In emergency cases, a written excuse or e-mail is acceptable by the next day the student is at school. An example of an excused absence would be an extreme illness in the immediate family. Please avoid scheduling doctor and dentist appointments when the band has a rehearsal. Unexcused absences from a full band rehearsal will cause a student to forfeit his/her right to participate in upcoming band performances. 
Performances are the culmination of all the above activities.   All students receive a grade of 100 for each concert performance as well as Solo & Ensemble.
Any student with an excused absence from a performance will be given a make up assignment, which will count towards the performance grade.  Students will be assigned a piece from the concert to play in class in its entirety.

Students with an unexcused absence from a performance will be given a make up assignment, which will count towards the performance grade.  Students will be assigned a piece from the concert to play in its entirety.  These students will also turn in an essay on one of the composers of our concert music.

All band students should do their best to be at every rehearsal and every performance.  Nothing can actually “make up” a missed performance since this environment cannot be duplicated.

The Grading Scale for Band is as follows:
A = 93-100   B = 85-92 C= 75-84  D= 70-74   F= 0-69
CLASSROOM PROCEDURES
All band students are expected to follow the Riverdale Middle School discipline plan.  The following expectations are specific to the band class:

      1.   Be in your seat and ready to begin class in 3 minutes (percussion 5 minutes).

2. Have all necessary supplies for class:  instrument, music, and a pencil.

3. Demonstrate correct rehearsal/performance etiquette, remaining quiet and attentive during instructions from the podium.
4. Show respect for your bandmates, your band director, and all equipment.

Students with a 9 weeks grade of N in conduct will be on probation for any band activities.  Students with a 9 weeks grade of U in conduct will be suspended from any    band activities.

REWARDS

      1.   Special recognition of individuals or the entire group.

2. Performance opportunities at school and on field trips.

3. Positive recognition of our band within our school and the community.

4. Parties, refreshments, and group activities.

UNIFORMS

Correct dress is part of each band student’s performance grade.  Students will not be allowed to participate in an adjudicated band performance without all parts of the uniform or by deviating from the uniform in any way.  We want to be sure we look sharp when we are in front of an audience.   
Sixth grade band members wear the band T-shirt and black pants.  Black denim is acceptable.
Seventh and eighth grade band members wear the band T-shirt, blue jeans, and casual shoes at basketball games and more casual performances and activities. For most performances, this group will wear a more formal uniform which consists of a Riverdale Band polo and black pants with black dress shoes. Information for ordering T-shirts and polos will be made available to parents at the beginning of the school year.  The cost of these items is included in the band booster fee.  
BUS RULES

1. Students will ride and return on the same bus.

2. Students may go with a parent only if they have arranged to do so ahead of time.

3. Students are to remain seated at all times until advised to exit the bus.

4. Extremely loud noise and boisterous behavior is not allowed.

5. No food or drink may be taken on school buses.  

6. No windows or doors may be opened without permission from the bus driver.

7. Students are to clean their area of the bus at the conclusion of the trip.

8. All other GMSD bus rules are in effect as well as those of the individual driver.

9. All school rules are in effect while on a field trip.
A separate list of rules for chartered buses will be made available to students and parents prior to those particular trips. A separate list of trip rules will also be distributed to students and parents prior to our annual spring trip.

SPECIAL BAND AWARDS

At the end of the school year students are presented special awards for outstanding effort in several areas of our band program.  Some of these include:

Most Outstanding Band Member in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades

Outstanding Progress in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades

      Director’s Award

8th Grade Band Students

All-West Band Participants

Band Booster Dues
In order for the Riverdale Band to operate, we rely heavily on financial support through our Band Booster Organization. We ask all parents to pay $150 that goes to our band booster account. The band booster fee assures that all needs are met for our students involving the Riverdale Band. These needs include:
1. Additional staff

2. Instruments

3. School instrument repair

4. Music

5. Band T-shirt and Polo
6. Transportation 

7. Miscellaneous items
*This fee does NOT cover the spring trip.
Student Handbook Acknowledgement Form 
I have read, or have had explained to me, this Parent/Student Handbook which contains the Rules and Regulations regarding student behavior and expectations for the Riverdale Band. I agree that I will follow these rules, and I understand that if I violate the rules, I can be disciplined according to school policies. Discipline may include a loss of privileges, detention, suspension, or other consequences deemed appropriate by school administration. By signing below, I demonstrate that I understand and agree to abide by the Riverdale Band Handbook.
_______________________________                ______________________________

                 Student Name                                           Homeroom/ Advisory Teacher 
________________________________                           ________________

                Student Signature                                                           Date 
By signing below, I certify that I have received and reviewed with my child the Handbook. 
____________________________________                     ________________

            Parent/Guardian Signature                                                   Date 
*This acknowledgement form must be filled out and returned to Mr.Hopper by (date), and will count as an early semester grade.
